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SERIOUS VIOLENT OFFENCES

CFFENCE

MAXIMUM PENALTY

Manslaughter

Life

Kidnapping Life
False imprisonment Life
Soliciting murder (section 4 of the Offences Against Life
the Person Act 1881)
Threats to kill (section 16 of the Offences Against 10 years
the Person Act 18861)
Wounding with intent to cause grievous bodily harm Life
(section 18 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)
Attempting to choke, suffocate or strangle in order to commit or Life
assist in committing an indictable offence (section 21 of
the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)
Using chloroform ete, to commit or assist in the committing Life
of any indictable offence (section 22 of the Offences
Against the Person Act 1861)
Maliciously administering poison etc. so as to endanger life 10 years
or inflict grievous bedily harm (section 23 of the Offences
Against the Person Act 1861)
Causing bedily injury by explosives {section 28 of the Offences Life
Against the Person Act 1861)
Using explosives etc. with intent to do grievous bodily harm Life
(section 29 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)
Placing explosives etc. with intent to do bodily injury 14 years
{section 30 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)
Endangering the safety of railway passengers Life
{section 32 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)
Causing explosion likely to endanger life or property Life
{section 2 of the Explosive Substances Act 1883)
Attempt to cause explosion, or making or keeping explosive Life
with intent to endanger life or property (section 3 of the
Explosive Substances Act 1883)

Life

Child destruction {section 1 of the Infant Life
{Preservation) Act 1929}
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OFFENCE

MAXIMUM PENALTY

Cruelty to children (section 1 of the Children and
Young Persons Act 1933)

10 years

Infanticide (section 1 of the infanticide Act 1538} Life
: Possession of firearm with intent to endanger life Life

(section 16 of the Firearms Act 1968)

Possession of firearm with intent to cause fear of violence 10 years

{section 16A of the Firearms Act 19G8)

Use of firearm to resist arrest (section 17(1) of the Life

Firearms Act 19E€8}

Possession of firearm at time of committing or being arrested Life

for offence specified in Schedule 1 to that Act (section 17(2)

of the Firearms Act 1968)

Carrying a firearm with criminal intent (section 18 of the Life

Firearms Act 1968) .

Robbery or assault with intent to rob {section 8 of the Life

Theft Act 1968)

Burglary with intent to inflict grieveus bodily harm on a person
ar do uniawful damage to a building or anything in it
(section 9 of the Theft Act 1968)

14 years (building
which is a dwelling)
10 years otherwise

Aggravated burglary {section 10 of the Theft Act 1968}

Life

Aggravated vehicle-taking involving an accident which caused 14 years
the death of any person (Section 12A of the Theft Act 1968)

Arson (section 1 of the Criminal Damage Act 1971) Life
Destroying or damaging progerty other than an offence of arsen Life
(section 1{2) of the Criminal Damage Act 1971)

Hostage-taking (section 1 of the Taking of Hostages Act 1982) Life
Hijacking (section 1 of the Aviation Security Act 1982) Life
Destroying, damaging or endangering safety of aircraft Life
{section 2 of the Aviation Security Act 1982)

Other acts endangering or likely to endanger safety of aircraft Life
(section 3 of the Aviation Security Act 1982)

Riot {section 1 of the Public Order Act 1.986) 10 years
Torture (section 134 of the Criminal Justice Act 1988) Life
Causing death by dangerous driving {section 1 of the Road 14 years
Traffic Act 1988}

Causing death by careless driving when under influence of 14 years

drink or drugs (section 3A of the Road Traffic Act 1988)
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Endangering safety at aerodromes (section 1 of the Aviation and Life
Maritime Security Act 1990)
Hijacking of ships {section 8 of the Aviation and Maritime Lifs

Security Act 1990)

Seizing or exercising control of fixed platforms (section 10 of the Life
Aviation and Maritime Security Act 1990)

Destroying fixed platforms or endangering their safety Life
{section 11 of the Aviation and Maritime Security Act 1850)
Other acts endangering or likely to endanger safe navigation Life
(section 12 of the Aviation and Maritime Security Act 1990}
Offences involving threats (section 13 of the Aviation and Life

Maritime Security Act 1990)
Offences relating to Channei Tunnel trains and the tunnel system Life
{(Part Il of the Channetl Tunnel (Security) Order 1994 (S.1. 1984/570)) .

Genocide, crimes against humanity, war crimes and related 30 years
offences, other than one involving murder {section 51 or 52
of the International Criminal Court Act 2001)

Female genital mutilation {section 1 of the Female 14 years

Genital Mutilation Act 2003)

Assisting a girl to mutilate her own genitatia (section 2 of 14 years

the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003)

Assisting a non-UK person to mutilate overseas a girl's 14 years

genitatia (section 3 of the Female Genital Mutilation Act 2003)

Causing or allowing the death of a child or vulnerabie adult 14 years

(section 5 of the Domestic Violence, Crime and Victims Act 2004)

Aiding, abetting, counseliing, procuring or inciting the Same as the
commission of an offence set out in this Annex, substantive offence

conspiring to commit an offence set out in this Annex, or

attempting to commit an offence set out in this Annex.

An attermnpt to commit murder or a conspiracy to commit murder Life
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SPECIFIED VIOLENT OFFENCES WHICH ARE NOT
SERIOUS OFFENCES

MAXIMUM PENALTY

OFFENCGCE

Malicious wounding (section 20 of the Offences Against 5 yaars

tha Person Act 1861}

Abandoning children (section 27 of the Offences Against 5 years

the Person Act 1861)

Setting spring guns etc. with intent to do grievous bodily harm 5 yeers

(section 31 of the Offences Against the Person Act 1861)

Injuring persons by furious driving {section 35 of the Offences 2 years

Against the Person Act 1861)

Assauiting officer preserving wreck (section 37 of the Offerices 7 years

Against the Person Act 1861)

Assault with intent to resist arrest {section 38 of the Offences 2 years

Against the Person Act 1861)

Assault occasioning actual bodily harm (section 47 of the b years

Offences Against the Person Act 1861)

Offences in relation to certain dangerous articles 5 years

{section 4 of the Aviation Security Act 1982)

lI-treatment of patients (section 127 of the Menta! Health 2 vears

Act 1983)

Female circumcision {section 1 of the Prohibition of Female 5 years

Circumcision Act 1985)

Violent disorder (section 2 of the Public Order Act 1986) 5 years

Affray (section 3 of the Public Order Act 1986) 3 years

Putting people in fear of violence (section 4 of the Protection 5 years

from Harassment Act 1997)

Racially or religiously aggravated assaults (section 29 of the 7 years (GBH or ABH)

Crime and Disorder Act 1998) , 2 years (common
assault)

Racially or religiously aggravated offences under section 4 or 2 years

4A of the Public Order Act 1986 (section 31(1)a) or (k) of
the Crime and Disorder Act 1998)
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MAXIMUM PENALTY

Same as the
substantive offence

OFFENCE

Aiding, abetting, counselling, procuring or inciting the
commission of an offence set out in this Annex,

conspiring to commit an offence set out in this Annex, or

attempting to commit an offence set out in this Annex.
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SERIOUS SEXUAL OFFENCES

MAXIMUM PEMNALTY

OFFENCE

Rape (section 1 of the Sexual Offences Act 1958) Life |
Intercourse with girl under thirteen (section 5 of the Sexual Life (other than for an
Offences Act 1956) attempt to commit
AN ATTEMPT TO COMMIT THIS OFFENCE IS NOT A this offence)
SERIOUS OFFENCE ‘

Intercourse with girl under 16 (section 6 of the 2 years

Sexual Offences Act 1956)

Incest by a man (section 10 of the Sexual Offences Act 1856; Life {girl/woman under
ONLY A SERIOUS OFFENCE IF THE GIRL/WOMAN IS UNDER 13 13, other than an

AN ATTEMPT TQO COMMIT THIS OFFENCE IS NOT A attempt to commit
SERIOUS OFFENCE this offence)

Indecent assault on a woman (section 14 of the 10 years

Sexual Offences Act 19586)

Indecent assauit on a man (section 15 of the 10 vears

Sexual Offences Act 1958)

Assault with intent to commit buggery {section 186 of the 10 years

Sexual Gffences Act 1956)

Abduction of woman by force or for the sake of her property 14 years

(section 17 of the Sexual Offences Act 1956)

Permitting girl under thirteen to use premises for intercourse Life

{section 25 of the Sexual Offences Act 1956)

Indecent conduct towards young child {under section 1 of the 10 years

indecency with Chiidren Act 1960}

Burglary with intent to commit rape (section 9 of the
Theft Act 1968)

14 years (buiiding
which is a dwelling)

10 years otherwise

indecent photographs of children {section 1 of the Protection 10 vears
of Children Act 1978} .

Rape (section 1 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003) Life
Assault by penetration {section 2 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003) Life
Sexual assault (section 3 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003) 10 years
Causing a person to engage in sexual activity without consent 10 years

{section 4 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)
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OFFENCE

MAXIMUM PENALTY

Rape of a child under 13 (section 5 of the
Sexual Offences Act 2603)

Life

Assault of a child under 13 by penetration (sectien 6 of the Life
Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Sexual assault of a child under 13 (section 7 of the 14 years
Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Causing or inciting a child under 13 to engage in sexual activity 14 years
(section 8 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)

| Sexual activity with a child (section 9 of the 14 years
Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Causing or inciting a child to engage in sexual activity 14 years
(section 10 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003]
Engaging in sexual activity in the presence of a child 10 years
(section 11 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Causing a child to watch a sexual act (section 12 of the 10 years
Sexual Offences Act 2003}
Arranging or faciiitating commission of a child sex offence 14 years
{section 14 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Meeting a child following sexual grooming etc. (section 15 of 10 years

the Sexual Offences Act 2003)

Sexual activity with a child family member
(section 25 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)

14 years (offender
aged 18 or over)
5 years (offender
under 18)

Inciting & chitd family member to engage in sexual activity
(section 26 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)

14 years {offender
aged 18 or over)
5 years {offender

under 18)
Sexual activity with a person with a mental disorder impeding 14 years
choice (section 30 of the Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Causing or inciting a person with a mental disorder impeding 14 years
choice to engage in sexual activity (section 31 of the
Sexual Offences Act 2003)
Engaging in sexual activity in the presence of a person with 10 years

a mental disorder impeding choice (section 32 of the
Sexual Offences Act 2003)
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